
In February 2004, Kelli Carpenter stepped into the
spotlight and gained national notoriety when she
married her girlfriend, talk show host Rosie
O'Donnell, in San Francisco. Four children, two job
changes, one GLAAD Media Award nomination and
an Emmy nod later, Kelli Carpenter O'Donnell talks
to GO about the success of her gay-and-Iesbian-
geared travel company R Family Vacations, her 4-
year-old secretary, her first (blind!) date with Rosie
and why they wouldn't marry again.

GO: What sparked your inte~est in creating R
Family Vacations?
Kelli O'Donnell: We went to Provincetown Family
Week and it really was a tremendous experience. At
the time Gregg [Kaminsky, co-founder of R Family
Vacations] worked for Atlantis Vacations, which is an
all-male vacation company. Ro was like, "Why can't
somebody do this for families?'" And Gregg said,
"Well, nobody really has. And there's definitely a
need for it:' After going to Family Week, Ro thought,
"Let'sdo this:'

Since 2003, you've expanded to two cruises a year,
and you're going to Philly this month -the first land
trip. The business is certainly growing.
We're growing, but we're going to grow slowly.

18 I GO MARCH07

There's four of us in the office and we all answer the
phones. We talk to all the passengers who are book-
ing, and I'd like to keep that intimacy.

How did you go about learning all of the things nec-
essary to run a travel company?
Well, the first cruise definitely was a learning experi-
ence, and we had HBO on board doing a documen-
tary during the very first cruise [All Aboard! Rosie's
Familv Cruise]. It was interesting, having cameras in
your face when you're making all of your mistakes.

How excited were you when the film was nominat-
ed for an Emmy?
Oh, thrilled! Sherry Cookson, the director, and HBO
really made the documentary, but it's just some-
thing that I'm proud of. It's a great thing to leave as
your legacy, that movie. I think that a lot of people's
dislike of gay people and their families is really just

ignorance. To look at these people and see that
they're loving, happy people is an important thing.

Do couples get married aboard the ship?
We [had] about 20 weddings happening this [last]
trip. It's a great time to get married!

In your daily life, as the executive of a company,
how do you balance that with your family?
My office is next door to my home. The kids will sit
behind me doing homework, so it's a great environ-
ment to work in. Vivi, who's 4, pretends she's on the
phone and the computer. Soon enough I'll have her
answering phones! The kids love coming here, and
in this office we do everything by hand, so I'll pay
them $5 an hour to stuff envelopes. I think it's great
that they see it's not just about showing up; you also
have to do some work.

And how do you and Rosie find the time to just
be together?
Ro had two kids when I met her, so we've never had
a time without children. We have a small apartment
in Manhattan where we spend the night for alone
time. I think when you have kids, the most important
thing is to take care of your relationship. If your rela-
tionship falls apart, their whole worlds fall apart. To
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